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No Hanging Characters - Typical Letter Height and Spacing

Avenue
Circle
Court
Drive
Expressway
Freeway
Highway
Parkway
Place
Road
Street
Terrace
Trail
Turnpike

Mountain
South East
South West
North East
North West

Ave
Cir
Ct
Dr
Expwy
Fwy
Hwy
Pkwy
Pl
Rd
St
Ter
Tr
Tpk

Mtn
SE
SW
NE
NW

Word Message Abbreviation

1. The sign lettering for streets and highways shall be composed of a combination of lower case letters with initial upper case letters.
2. When hanging characters exist such as "j" or "g", lower case letters shall be center justified to the adjacent capital characters based on

the center of their loop height.
3. Only standard abbreviations shall be used. The words "Loop" and "Lane" shall not be abbreviated
4. Street name signs shall be a minimum of 18" in length and are not to exceed 42" in length.
5. Signs shall use standard letter types C and D as shown in the "Standard Highway Signs and Markings" book. Letter type D shall be used

as space permits.
6. For signs that would otherwise exceed 24" length the following shall be applied as needed to accommodate longer street names.

a. Reducing and stacking street and postal quad abbreviations
2.3" letter height for 6" signs and,
3.5"  letter height for 9" signs

   7.     For signs that would otherwise exceed 36" length the following shall be applied as needed in the order shown below to accommodate
 longer street names.

a. Use of letter type C
b. Reducing letter spacing to 50%
c. Reduce dimension H to 1" minimum for 6" signs and 1.5" minimum for 9" signs.
d. Reduce dimension K to 1" minimum for 6" signs and 1.5" minimum for 9" signs.
e. Reduce letter spacing to 10%

Standard Notes

K H

L
.75

1.5
C

A

H Var K
Var Var

K H

VAR 6 .5 1 4D 2.7D 3D 3 2

VAR 9 .5 1.5 6D 4.2D 4.5D 4.5 2.5

Hanging Characters - Typical Letter Height and Spacing

.75

1.5

F (Loop Height)C

L

G

G

**See Standard Note 6.

*See Standard Note 2.
**See Standard Note 6.
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Meadows Mdws***

***use only when blank size will otherwise exceeds 36" 
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NOTE 6. a.

NOTE 6. a.

Loop Loop
Lane Lane
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D

D

E

L

D

***See Standard Note 7.
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***See Standard Note 7.

Way Way

Letter Height and Applications for Street Name Signs

Capital
Letter
Size

Plate
Blank
Height

Mounting
Type
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